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Honoring Jeffrey Harleston 
Jeffrey Harleston is General Counsel and Executive Vice President of Business & Legal Affairs 

for Santa Monica, California-based Universal Music Group (UMG), the world leader in music-

based entertainment with operations in more 60 countries. 

Before joining UMG, Jeff was Associate Independent Counsel during the investigation and 

prosecution of the Iran/Contra scandal. He also worked as a litigation associate at the firm of 

Covington & Burling in Washington D.C. While an associate at Covington and Burling, Jeff was a 

Rotating Associate at NLSP for six months and found his experience at NLSP professionally and 

personally valuable.

Harleston serves on the Board of the Berkeley Law Alumni Association and he is a Member of the Board of Trustees of 

Williams College in Massachusetts and the Board of Harvard-Westlake School in Los Angeles. He also serves on the boards 

of SoundExchange and the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA). His charitable activities include serving as 

Chairman of the TJ Martell Foundation and as a board member of MusiCares. Harleston is proud to be a Founder of the 

Universal/Motown Fund, an endowment dedicated to providing financial assistance for artists from the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s.

Harleston graduated with a B.A. in Political Science from Williams College and holds a J.D. from Boalt Hall School of Law at 

U.C. Berkeley. He and his wife, Maria, live in Los Angeles and have four children.



Karl A. Racine became the District of Columbia’s first elected Attorney General in 2015.

Since taking office, AG Racine has fought relentlessly for all residents – but particularly for the most 

vulnerable Washingtonians to help build a stronger, more just, and more equitable District for today and 

tomorrow.  He is also committed to making investments in new efforts to protect seniors and other 

vulnerable residents, improve public safety and interrupt violence in the District, and address childhood 

trauma. As part of these efforts, he launched the nation’s first restorative justice program within a 

prosecutor’s office.

Presenter Karl Racine

Over the course of his career, he has worked at the D.C. Public Defender Service, served as Associate White House Counsel to 

President Bill Clinton, and worked on criminal cases and complex civil litigation at private firms. 

Born in Haiti, Attorney General Racine came to the District at the age of three. He earned a B.A. from the University of Pennsylvania 

and a J.D. from the University of Virginia School of Law, where he volunteered in a legal clinic supporting the rights of migrant farm 

workers. His commitment to equal justice was inspired by his parents, who fled authoritarian rule in Haiti to start a better life in the 

United States, and by the lawyers of the Civil Rights Movement, who used the law to make positive social change.

Outside of his official role, Attorney General Racine remains involved with a variety of causes, including youth literacy and

mentoring. He lives in Ward 3.
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